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PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN tbirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6,829
births and 3.822 deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
last, November 6th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which
had been 36.9 and I7 6 per i.ooo in the two preceding weeks, further rose
to I8.x last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from 11.2 in
Croydon, n.5 in Leicester, 12.1 in Derby. and I3.9 in Bristol, to 2I 5 in
Wolverhampton, 21.8 in Oldham, 22.1 in Burnley, and 23.4 in Liverpool.
In the thirty-two provincial towns the mean death-rate was I7 9 per z,oo,
and was o 6 per I.coo below the rate recorded in London, which was I8.5
per I,000 The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns averaged 2.0
3,000*; in London the rate was equal to 2.5, while it averaged I.6 per I,000
in the thirty-two proviDcial towns. among which,the hiphest zvmotic
death-rates were 2.7 in Preston and Halifax, 2.9 in Burnley, and 4.8 in
Wolverlhampton. Measles caused a death-rate of I.I in Manchester, 3.2
in Blackburn, x.8 in Wolverhampton, and 2.2 in Falifax; " fever" of I.0 in
Huddersfield and in Gateshead; and diarrhcea of I.2 in Blackburn and I.8
in Preston. The mortality from scarlet fever and from whooping-cough
showed no marked excess in any of the large towns. The 82 deaths from
diphtheria in the thirtv-three towns iDCluded 59 in London. 5 in Cardiff, 3
in Wolverhamptor, and 3 in Birmingham. No fatal case of small-poxwas
registered last week, either in London or in any of the thirty-two large
provincial towns: and no small-pox patients were under treatment in any
of the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals. The number of scarlet fever
patients in these hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital, which had
been 3,725. 3 685, and 3,682 at the end of the three preceding weeks, was
3,680 on Saturday last, November 6th; 339 newcases were admitted during
the week, against 44c, 342, and 436 in the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, November 6th, 86i births and 56o
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The usual
rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 20.3 and I9.9 per Ioo00 in
the two preceding weeks, further declined to I8.8 last week, but was 0.7
per Ir,oo above the mean rate during the same period in the thirty-three
large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates ranged
from 10.4 in Leith and II.9 in Perth to 21.7 in Paisley and 26.2 in Greenock.
The zymotic death-rate in these towns averaged 2.3 'er I,ooo, the highest
rates being recorded in Aberdeen and Greenock. The 277 deaths regis-
tered in Glasgow included 6 from measles, 5 from scarlet fever, 4 from
diphtheria, 32 from whooping-cough, and 3 from' "fever." Ten fatal
cases of scarlet fever were recorded in Edinburgb and 6 of measles in
Greenock.

DIPHTHERIA IN LONDON.
THERE was a slight decline last week in the mortality from diphtheria in
London. The fatal cases of this disease, which had been 45, 55, and 62 in
the three preceding weeks, fell to 59 during the week ending Saturday
last, November 6th ; tbis number, however, exceeded by iI the average in
the corresponding periods of the ten preceding years. Of the 59 fatal
cases of diphtheria registered in London last week, 7 were of persons be-
longing to Battersea, 5 to Mile End Old TOWD, 5 to Poplar, 4 to St. Pancras,
4 to Newington. 3 to Hackney, 3 to Lambeth, and 3 to Camberwell sanitary
areas. Forty of these deaths were of children under s years of age, and
i8 (nearly all of which were of children under i0 years of age) between
5 and 20 years; while only one fatal case occurred among persons aged
upwards of 20 years. The number of notifications of diphtheria in London,
which had been 356. 369, and 333 in the three preceding weeks, further de-
clined tO314 during theweek ending Saturday last. Therewas an increase in
the number of notifications in West and Central London, but in North, East.
and South London there was a slight decline. Among the sanitary areas of
West London there was a further increase in the prevalence of diph-
theria in Chelsea and in St. George Hanover Square and in Paddington
the new cases considerably exceeded those recorded in any recent week.
In most of the sanitary areas of North London the prevalence of diph-
theria showed a decline: in Hampstead, however, the new cases showed
a slight further increase. In East London the new cases showed a further
decline in Mile End Old Town and In Poplar; in the latter sanitary area
the number of notifications, which had been 33 and 20 in the two preced-
ing weeks, further declined to 33 last week. In Bethnal Green, however,
the new cases showed an increase and numbered I8 against IX in each of
the two preceding weeks. Although the total notifications of diphtheria
in South London showed a slight decline last week, there was an increase
in the number of new cases in St. George Southwark, Newington, Lewis-
ham, Woolwich, and Lee. In Battersea the 23 new cases corresponded
with the number recorded in the preceding week, and in Camberwell the
23 new cases were within one of the number in preceding week. The ad-
missions of diphtheria patients into the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals
during last week were 363 against 153. 149, and I66 in the three preceding
weeks, and 3,043 patients remained under treatment in these hospitals on
Saturday last.

FEES TO DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICERS FOR SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES.

H. B., who is a district medical officer in Norfolk, writes to say that his
Board of Guardians have decided to pay for medical certificates given
for children who are unable to attend school in consequence of itlness,
and that they have fixed is. as the fee to be paid for each certificate.
Our correspondent says for this he may have to travel five miles in
order to see the patient. He asks whether the guardians can compel
him to accept these terms.

** We are not aware that the guardians have any power to compel a
district medical officer to visit a non-pauper case, and for all paupers a

medical relief ticket or a special medical order must be given before
any responsibility is thrown on the district medical officer. A general
resolution of the guardians that he is to visit any special class of
patients we should regard as utltra vires.

THE PREVENTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
THE Town Council of Oswestry have made a distinct advance in matters
affecting the public health by their recent determination, after lengthy
discussion, to adopt the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act of I889.
One argument against the system of notification hitherto advanced had
been the absence of isolation hospital accommodation; but we are glad
to learn that, in addition to the adoption of the Act referred to, the
Town Council have resolved to render the system still more effective by
proceeding to the provision of means of isolation also.

PUBLIC fHEALTH STATUTES.
RURAL M.O.H. asks where he can obtain a copy of the Public Health
Acts and other Acts referring to work of M.O.EI.

%E* Our correspondent will find what he wants in Cheap Edition of the
Putblic Healthi Stat?utes, by F. Stratton. London: Knight and Co. 7S. 6d.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
ROYAL ALBERT ASYLUM, LANCASTER.

THE annual meeting of this charitable foundation for idiots and imber
ciles of the Northern Counties was held on October 218t, at Chester, under
the presidency of the Duke of WestmiDster. From the report it appeared
that there were 573 patients in the institution. 380 boys and 193 girls, all
but 5 belonging to the Northern Counties. The finances were sound,
£19,784 7S. having been received on maintenance account, besides
£5,076 175. Ixd. as interest on endowments. For buildings' improvement
£1,225 6s. had been received, but at least £15,0oo would be required for
the proposed extension of ti e asylum by I5o beds. The most notable event
of the year had been the munificent gift, by Sir Thomas Storey, of funds
to build a home for 40 of the more intelligent female patients who had
passed through the asylum training, where they might pass a year pre-
paratory to their entering upon tbe ordinary work of the outside world.
The subject of provision for pauper imbeciles was touched on, in refer-
ence to the opening of the Winwick Hall Institution for this class by the
Lancashire Asylums Board, and of the annexe for idiots at the Middlesex
County Asylum, Wandsworth.
The report of the medical superintendent (Dr. Telford Smith) showed

that 70 patients had been admitted, 55 discharged, and 7 had died during
the twelve months. New patients had been admitted in groups of not
over 30, so as to allow of three weeks' quarantine beforebeing distributed.
The death-rate had been the lowest on record-namely, 1.24 per cent. on
the al erage number resident as compared with 3.53 during the previous
twenty-five years. There had been no serious epidemic, and the general
health had been better than usual. St. JohnAmbulance classes hadbeen
held for the staff, and 24 had passed the examination. The report closes
with a reference to 3 cases in which craniectomy had.been performed
previous to admission to the asylum; the results were in each case dis-
appointing, whatever improvement had occurred being due to systematic
supervision rather than to the operation itself.
The Duke of Westminster referred to the peculiarly dependent condif

tion of the feeble-minded class, even after training, as compared with the
blind and deaf-mutes, as showing the necessity of such charities as the
Royal Albert Asylum. Sir John Hibbert, Cbairman of the Central Com-
mittee, stated that since the establishment of the asylum i,967 patients
had been admitted, 1,015 had been discharged, and 380had died. Of 55
discharged last year ii were much improved, and only 3 not improved at
all. He mentioned the case of a discharged patient, now earning 265. a
week, and of three others reported by their commanding officers to be
doing well in Her Majesty's service.
The Bishop of Chester, in seconding the adoption of the report, jocosely

remarked that if one were to give credence to the party newspapers,
"these three were not the only idiots in the service of Her Majesty."

THE GRAHAMSTOWN ASYLUM, SOUTH AFRICA.
AccORDING to the annual report of Dr. Greenlees, the medical superin-
tendent. there were 210 patients in this asylum on December 3Tst last
being a decrease of I5 as compared with the previous year. One hundrea
and nineteen were admitted; 6o were Europeans, and 59 coloured satives.
Although the overcrowded state of the wards necessitated a larger num-
ber of refusals for admission than in 1895, no Europeans were refused,
the pressure being confined to the native cases only. Of the assigned
causes of insanity among the cases admitted, drink, hereditary tendency,
and previous attacks were frequent, and many more chronic cases are
now admitted than formerly. This latter fact accounts at once for the
low rate of recovery among the discharges, which stands at 28 on the
admissions, excluding transfers. Again, in 27 of the admissions, the
person had been insane more than twelve months'prior to admission, zI
cases were congenital, 6 were general paralytics, and 19 epileptics, a truly
hopeless lot of cases. The death-rate for the year was 6.32 per cent.,
which is much below the last twenty-two years. which has averaged 10.44
per cent. Several accidents are recorded, with one exception among
natives. A nurse had her skull fractured by a native, who utruck her
with a brick. A depressed portion of bone was remo-ved by trephining,
and she recovered. In commenting upon the accidents and many, minor
injuries which had occurred during the year, Dr. Greenlees remarks,
authorities on insanity are agreed that the prevalence of injuries in an
otherwise well-managed asylum indicates an overcrowded condition of
the wards. The training of mental nurses is admirably carried out in
this asylum, and several of the nurses, male and female, are entitled to
wear the medal and hold the certificate of the Medico-Psychological Asso-
ciation for proficiency in mental nursing.


